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Hasty Pudding tHeatricals
by Dick Bourbeau

Join us at our annual retreat to the Hasty Pudding Theatricals 166th production, 
entitled Victorian Secrets.  Yes, the Harvard guys are at it once again.  We have re-
served 60 seats in the first 4 rows for the performance on Thursday, 20 February at 
8:00 PM.  Tickets are $21 each.  Please fill out your Tear Sheet and send it in with 
your payment soonest, seats are assigned on a first-come-first-served basis.  We 
need to close-out our order by 6 February so get your request in before then.  The 
venue for this outstanding production in The Hasty Pudding Theater, 12 Holyoke 
Street, just 1 block east of Harvard Square.

A bit about the show from the HPT website:

Something’s rotten in the state of England!  Lady of the evening 
Mona Lott has been found dead at Victorian Secrets, a brothel 
run by no-nonsense madam Harriet Upinthere.  Everyone wants 
to know who did it, but as long as dim-witted cop Billy Club is 
mounting the investigation, they’re not going to find out.  Is creepy 
professor Hannibal Lecture innocent, or is he Jekyll-and-Hydeing 
his crimes?  Did crackpot scientist Ella Mental have a hand in the 
murder, or does she just have a hand preserved in a jar?  Will 
ex-missionary Sharon Secrets spill the beans, or will she just get 
herself to a nunnery?  One thing’s for certain—chimney sweep 
Colby Inmahlungs needs to get that cough checked out. Slum’s 
the word in the Hasty Pudding Theatricals’ 166th production!

Seats are going fast, hurry and reserve yours today!

NEXT MEETING
Saturday, February 15, 2014

at the United South End
Settlements

566 Columbus Ave, Boston,
MA  02118-1181

U.S.E.S. is handicap accessible.

Are you missing an event because 
you can’t afford it?  Contact Kerry 

Marshall by phone or email to 
discuss options with him. Office 

Phone # (617)-447-2344


Main doors will open to the Center at 
1:30 PM. Members are welcome to en-
joy casual conversation in the lobby. 

T Stops: Green E Line to Symphony 
Sta., Orange Line to Mass. Ave. Sta.

Public Parking: lot at 277 Northamp-
ton St. (between Columbus Ave & 
Tremont St.) one block from U.S.E.S. 
Bldg.  $12 for 24 hours, no hourly rate.  
Other public parking can be found at 
boston.bestparking.com

Doors will open: 1:30 PM.  Although 
the Center may be open earlier for oth-
er U.S.E.S events, please do not arrive 
earlier.

Support Group with Sam Goldfarb 
will meet from 1:45 to 2:45PM. In The 
Board Room (3A-1)

Hospitality will begin in the cafeteria 
at 2:30 PM until 3:25 PM.  If you are 
contributing to our food table please 
arrive prior to 2:30 PM.

Meeting will begin at 3:30 PM with 
no break.
February’s Film:  BearCity 2
(see page 2 for details)

♥Happy Valentine’s Day!  ♥

mailto:bostonprimetimers%40uses.org?subject=Prologue
http://boston.bestparking.com/
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Valentine’s day Bake sale
by Norm Pellitier

Calling all you Julia Childe/Martha Stewart wanna-be’s, 
dust off your culinary talents and put on your baker’s hat for 
our Grand Prime Timers Bake Sale at the February meeting 
(Feb 15th), all proceeds to go to our 2014 Holiday party in 
December. Remember we want to make the Holiday Party 
free for all of us. If you don’t want to bake something you 
can buy something to bring in—You name the price.

FeBruary Meeting FilM:  Bearcity 2
At February’s meeting we 
will be screening BearCity 2: 
The Proposal.

“BearCity is a hirsute Sex 
and the City, following the 
funny, romantic, and occa-
sionally dramatic adventures 
of a group of bears and cubs 
in New York City. The sequel, 
BearCity 2 follows our famil-
iar characters and a few new 
ones as they head to Provinc-
etown, Mass. for Bear Week!” 
IMDb



You can watch the official trailer at 
http://youtu.be/iJKlopLQHIM & read more about the film 
at http://tinyurl.com/bearcity2review JFB

st. Patrick’s day dinner
by Stephen Larrett



Get your Irish up and haul it on down to the USES build-
ing on Saturday, March 15th for the second installment in 
the hugely successful after-meeting dinners!  Tony will once 
again enter the kitchen to whip up a celebratory dinner of 
corned beef and cabbage!  The cost for this dinner will be 
$7.00 (in addition to the $2.00 meeting fee).  The dinner 
requires a reservation, which will be enforced. Advance pay-
ment is not required, but if you do not submit a reservation, 
you will not be served.  We are forced to require advance 
registration after the huge amount of walk-ins in November 
caused a shortage of food.  Please be considerate of Tony 
and his crew as well as the rest of those taking part by sub-
mitting your reservation early.

The President’s 
Message

Whenever a bunch of older gay men like us Prime Timers 
get to reminiscing about the past, the funny/poignant/scary 

stories about experiences at the 
gay bars of Boston come out.  I 
love listening to those stories, 
partly because that was not my 
own story.  I was never much 
of a drinker, and still can take 
it or leave it.  I did go to a gay 
bar in Albuquerque once during 
my college years.  I was deeply 
closeted, undoubtedly very ner-

vous, and did not make any effort to talk to anyone.  But 
neither did anyone approach me or say hello.  It was not 
a positive experience.  I feel a bit of loss for having missed 
something vital when I hear others’ gay bar stories.  I tem-
per my sense of loss, however, with a recognition that things 
have changed, and in my opinion, changed for the better.  
During their heyday, the gay bar filled a real social need.  
It provided one of the few places for us to meet and make 
connections.  But it was a bar, intended as a place to sell and 
consume liquor, and it turned many a latent alcoholic into 
a real one. 

When the Prime Timers was organized, it was one of the few 
opportunities for gay men, specifically us “more mature” 
types, to make social con-
nections in a p o s i t i v e 
and construc- tive way.  
M e m b e r s h i p s w e l l e d 
and the move- m e n t 
spread.  Are we still fulfilling that need over 25 years lat-
er?  We have a lot of competition now.  With the increasing 
acceptance of gay people in society, other gay groups have 
formed around specific topics or in certain geographical ar-
eas.  Think about other groups like Living Soulfully, Cam-
bridge Men, Gays for Patsy, Chiltern, North Shore Men, 
gay-themed meetups–the list keeps growing.  We can now 
live wherever we like, not just clustered in a ghetto like the 
South End, though I think there is still joy in knowing that 
others of us live nearby.  The internet facilitates making 
connections both individually and collectively, removing 
geographical and density boundaries.

by Steve Vorenberg

Dinner will consist of corned 
beef, cabbage, potatoes, car-
rots, rolls and butter desert 
and beverage. Service will 
begin at 5:00 PM, follow-
ing the regularly scheduled 
membership meeting.  You must reserve your plate by tear-
sheet no later than Friday March 7.  You may, however, pay 
anytime up to the day of the dinner.  Day of the event walk-
ins may not be accepted.

During their heyday, 
the gay bar filled a 

real social need.



http://youtube.com/watch?v=iJKlopLQHIM
http://progressivepulse.com/news/bearcity-2%E2%80%B3-may-be-about-bears-but-its-one-of-the-best-romantic-comedies-to-come-out-in-years-by-steve-v-rodriguez/
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Our average Prime Timer is growing older, and we’re hav-
ing difficulty attracting members who are a natural part our 
demographic.   In view of the competition, we succeed only 
by being an active and vital group, with lots of opportuni-
ties for activities, friendship and romance.  Yes, romance, 
not sex.  It gets harder as we age to find the energy and en-
thusiasm to maintain and even grow the organization.  We 
need new blood.  All human institutions ebb and flow and 
eventually die, to be replaced by something more relevant.  
Are we there yet?  I don’t think so.  I plan to continue this 
article in a future issue of the Prologue.  Let me know your 
thoughts.  

Per our bylaws, voting for new board members takes place 
among those present at the February member meeting.  
Please make every effort to be there and make your voice 
heard. 

Dinners
by Lewis Pedi & Steve Vorenberg

NOTE:  Because of the need to inform the restaurant(s) 
how many guests to expect, both for space reasons and 
preparation of food, WALK-INS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.  
I would appreciate any helpful comments or suggestions.  
Please email Lewis Pedi (see roster).

Cost:  $28.00 per person includes Soup/Salad, Entree, 
Coffee/Tea, Dessert as well as Gratuity.

FeBruary dinner
Tuesday, February 25

Cocktails 6 PM, Dinner 7 PM

Choices:  (1) Atlantic Salmon Filet with side (2) Baked 
Stuffed Chicken Breast in a brandy cream sauce with side. 
(3) Spinach & Mushroom Ravioli (4) Veggie Pizza.

Nearest T Stop:  Back Bay Station on the Orange Line 
or Arlington Street Station on the Green Line.

MarcH dinner
Tuesday, March 25

Cocktails 6 PM, Dinner 7 PM

Choices:  (1) Boneless Stuffed Chicken Dinner, (2) Tradi-
tional Roast Beef Dinner, (3) Baked Haddock Dinner.

Nearest T Stop:  Sullivan Square on the Orange Line.  
Exit station and bear left onto Maffa Way, then walk under 
the expressway.  Maffa Way becomes Broadway.  Walk ap-
proximately one more block to the restaurant.  Mt. Vernon 
does have parking.

If anyone has any concerns or recommendations for 
restaurants either north or south of the city, please contact 

me at lpedi@juno.com.

Please note that the monthly dinners are now held 
on the LAST Tuesday of every month.



Board Elections

It was four years ago that I first heard of the Boston Prime Timers 
from a new friend and member, Steve Vorenberg.  He suggested 
the organization as a good place to meet new people and make 
friends.  I attended my first meeting (and was very warmly wel-
comed by Norm Pelletier) in February 2010, paid my member-
ship dues in March and a year later I met Bob Vargas who has 
become my life partner.

More recently, I volunteered to help at the sign-in table before 
each meeting as a way to contribute to the organization and also 
as a way to better know my fellow members.  I enjoy attending 
the monthly meetings  as well as the Anniversary  and Holiday 
parties  and trips to Ogunquit and P-town.

Now, having been asked, I’m submitting my name for consider-
ation to join the board of directors.

David Berger

Lawrence Vitale
Hello Gentlemen, I’m Lawrence Vitale, you may know me as Lar-
ry or Lar.  I’ve been a Prime Timer since 2007, Worked in the 
Office since 2011 and I was elected to the Board of Directors in 
2012.  I’d like to run for Re-Election to the Board.  Most of you 
know me from checking you in at the front desk of our Monthly 
Meetings.  I had the pleasure of working with many of you in 
many capacities, and I’d like to be given the chance to continue 
working with you and the Club.  We’ve had many changes in the 
last few years and we have so much more to accomplish.  So get 
to the February meeting and use your vote to build Your Board 
of Directors. 

I hope to get your vote at the February 15th Meeting.

Thank-You, Lar

It’s election time again.  Dick Bourbeau, Harry Fullerton 
and Larry Vitale’s terms are up.  Harry Fullerton, and Larry 
Vitale are running for re-election and David Berger and 
David Stanford are also running for office.  Come out and 
vote! Harry Fullerton’s & David Stanford’s bios appeared in 
last month’s Prologue.

mailto:lpedi%40juno.com?subject=Boston%20Prime%20Timers%20Restaurant%20Recommdation
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Potpourri
by Dick Smith

If you would like to sponsor a potpourri (house party), but 
don’t know how to, feel free to contact Dick Smith [see roster 
for contact info] who will be happy to be of assistance.

george WasHington’s BirtHday Party
hosted by Steve Vorenberg & Kerry Marshall

WHAT:  Party for George with snacks and birthday cake. 
WHEN:  Saturday, February 22, 2014, 1-6 PM

(George’s real birth date).
WHERE:  The Vorenberg-Marshall’s,

17 Harvest Street, Dorchester
COST:  $2 to the hosts for incidentals.
RSVP:  Please call (617) 533-8012

by Feb 20th. 
MAXIMUM GUESTS: 30 
DIRECTIONS:  T:  Red line to JFK/UMass, exit to Columbia 
Road, turn left, walk to Dorchester Ave, turn right, Harvest 
Street is the 2nd street on the left.  Driving from North:  Exit 
15 on Route 93, turn right on Columbia Road; same as the T 
from there.  Driving from South: Exit 15 on Route 93, turn 
right on Columbia Road, go around the rotary to reverse di-
rection; same as the T from there.

Wig Party
hosted by Phil Putnam

WHAT:  A Wig Party at Phil’s [see roster for contact info]. 
WHEN:  Saturday, March 29th, 4-9 PM.
WHERE:  175 North Avenue, Haverhill
FOOD:  Please contact Phil to discuss what you should bring.
COST:  $2 to the host for incidentals.
RSVP:  Please call or e-mail Phil. 
MAXIMUM GUESTS:  25 
DIRECTIONS:  Take I-495 to Haver-
hill, take Exit 51 toward downtown 
Haverhill a couple of tenths of a mile, 
take a left onto Marsh Ave.; in about 
three tenth of a mile, Marsh Ave. be-
comes North Ave.

80’s/MtV Party
hosted by Phil Putnam

WHAT:  An 80’s/MTV-themed party at Phil’s [see roster]. 
WHEN:  Saturday, April 26th, 4-9 PM.
WHERE:  175 North Avenue, Haverhill
FOOD:  Please contact Phil to discuss what you should bring.
COST:  $2 to the host for incidentals.
RSVP:  Please call or e-mail Phil.
MAXIMUM GUESTS:  25 
DIRECTIONS:  Take I-495 to Haver-
hill, take Exit 51 toward downtown 
Haverhill a couple of tenths of a mile, 
take a left onto Marsh Ave.; in about 
three tenth of a mile, Marsh Ave. becomes North Ave.

Potluck dinner Party
hosted by Gary Gropman

WHAT:  Gary Gropman’s Potluck Dinner. 
WHEN:  Saturday, May 4th, 6-10 PM.
WHERE:  Gary Gropman’s:

36 Stevens Street, Malden
FOOD:  Please call Gary to discuss 
what you should bring.
COST:  $2 to the host for incidentals.
RSVP:  Call Gary, (781) 322-2516. 
MAXIMUM GUESTS:  30 
DIRECTIONS:  The nearest train stop is 
Malden Center Station. If anyone needs a ride, please call 
Gary.

cHristMas in July
hosted by Phil Putnam

WHAT:  Christmas in July at Phil’s [see roster].
We will also be celebrating Phil’s mother’s birthday.

WHEN:  Saturday, July 12th, 4-10 PM.
WHERE:  175 North Avenue, Haverhill
FOOD:  Please contact Phil to discuss what you should bring.
COST:  $2 to the host for incidentals.
RSVP:  Please call or e-mail Phil. 
MAXIMUM GUESTS:  25 
DIRECTIONS:  Take I-495 to Haver-
hill, take Exit 51 toward down-
town Haverhill a couple of 
tenths of a mile, take a left onto 
Marsh Ave.; in about three tenth 
of a mile, Marsh Ave. becomes North Ave.

Gentlemen, can YOU host 
a Potpourri?  Even a small 
gathering would be appre-
ciated.  If you are interested 
in hosting an event contact 
Dick Smith [see roster].  
He can provide you with 
the details and answer any 
questions you might have.  
Without your help we won’t 
have any Potpourris!
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Member News

BirtHdays
Ken Mendoza Feb. 1
Ron Molter Feb. 4
Jack Lyman Feb. 9
Dick Smith Feb. 9
Jim Flavin Feb. 12
David Bachofer Feb. 15
Richard Cassidy Mar. 1
Joseph McGrath Mar. 2
Jack Murphy Mar. 4
Ted O’Neil Mar. 8
Sully Sullivan Mar. 11
Frank Domohoski Mar. 12

Car Accidents, Slip & Fall

Wills & Estate Planning

Domestic Violence Hearings

Family Law, Real Estate

Attorney Leon P.J. Drysdale
2038 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester

(2 Blocks from Ashmont Station)
lpjdesq@aol.com(617) 825-6480

1/14

SPEND A WEEK’S VACATION IN SUNNY

FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA

with BILL KELLOWAY

$150 per week/person   

SHARED SPACE and CLOSE

to MANY GAY VENUES!
(To contact Bill, see the roster.)

1/14

ADVERTISING:   We’re offering business card ads for members in 12 
editions for $72.  For ads by the month, the charge is $10 per issue.  
For non-members, business card ads in 12 editions are $150, or $20 
per month.  Our newsletter not only goes out to other chapters via 
e-mail but is available at our own web site, bostonprimetimers.org.  
If you would like to run an ad or learn more about advertising in the 
Prologue, please call Kerry Marshall at (617) 447-2344.

YOUR AD HERE

Steve Vorenberg Mar. 13
Elliot Katz Mar. 16
JoJo Blanchette Mar. 17
Sam Hansen Mar. 17
Brian Scully Mar. 17
Larry LeBeau Mar. 18

neW MeMBers
Michael Pallares, Jim Wisdom

MeMBers neWs

Southard Lippencott, a Prime Timer brother, continues 
his rehab after treatment for a brain tumor.  Cards, calls and 
visits, along with your thoughts and prayers are welcome.  
Cards may be sent to his home:  74 Tyler Terr., Newton Cen-
ter, Mass. 02459

The address of the Coolidge House, where he is in rehab 
is:  Coolidge House, Room 304, 10 Webster St., Brookline, 
Mass. 02446-4938. You can park in the Marriot Hotel next 
door, and if you are under 2 hours, it’s free as long as you get 
your ticket validated at the Coolidge House desk.  Southard 
is getting good care and daily physical therapy. 

Kenneth Bennett, a longtime member of Boston Prime Tim-
ers, has been diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma and has 
moved to an assisted living facility in the Fenway neighbor-
hood.  He has expressed an interest in hearing from Prime 
Timers who remember him.  If you are so inclined, Ken may 
be reached by dialing (857) 233-4374 on the phone or by 
sending him a greeting card or note.  His address is:  Ken-
neth Bennett, 108 Kilmarnock Street, #401, Boston, MA  
02215.  Thanks for helping to cheer up a fellow Prime Tim-
er!  — Dick Bourbeau 

IF YOU HAVE ANY NEWS REGARDING A MEMBER THAT 
YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE, CONTACT THE EDITOR!

SEE THE BOSTON PRIME TIMERS WEB SITE FOR THE 
PREVIOUS 11 BACK ISSUES OF THE PROLOGUE.

bostonprimetimers.org

1/14

2/14
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Community Meals
Boston/Back Bay

CAFÉ EMMANUEL: “The Original LGBT Meal Site!” 
WHEN:  Every Thursday 10 AM-1 PM, Book 
Club at 10:30 AM.
WHERE:  Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury St., 
Boston
RSVP:  E-mail blinscott@lgbtagingproject.org

or call Bob at (617) 477-6610.
SPONSORED BY:  Ethos & the LGBT Aging Project.

soMerVille/caMBridge

CADBURY CAFÉ:  Somerville & Cambridge’s first LGBT Monthly 
Dining Program 
WHEN:  4th Wednesday of Every
Month 6-8 PM.
WHERE:  Cadbury Commons,
66 Sherman St., Cambridge
RSVP:  E-mail
lgbtcafe@eldercare.org or call 
SCES at (617) 628-2601 ext. 605.
SPONSORED BY:  Somerville Cambridge Elder Services,
Cambridge Council on Aging & Cadbury Commons.

nortH sHore

OVER THE RAINBOW SUPPER CLUB 
WHEN:  2nd Tuesday of Every Month 6-8 PM.
WHERE:  House of the Seven Gables, 115 Derby St., Salem
RSVP:  Call (978) 624-2261 ext. 261.
SPONSORED BY:  Over the Rainbow Co-
alition, North Shore Elder Services’ 
outreach to the LGBT Community on 
the North Shore.
JOIN MEETUP GROUPS:   Sign up for dinners 
at the House of the Seven Gables at 
http://tinyurl.com/houseof7gables

soutH sHore

MONTHLY BRUNCH FOR LGBT SENIORS & FRIENDS 
WHEN:  Last Saturday of Every Month 10 AM-12 PM.
WHERE:  All Souls Unitarian Church, 196 Elm St., Braintree
RSVP:  E-mail lgbtcafe@eldercare.org
or call at (781) 848-3939 ext. 325 for 
more info.
SPONSORED BY:  South Shore Elder Services.

Boston/JaMaica Plain

OUT4SUPPER CLUB FOR LGBT ELDERS AND FRIENDS
WHEN:  1st Thursday of Every Month 6-8 PM.
WHERE:  Mt. Pleasant Home, 301 So. Huntington Ave., Boston
RSVP:  Call (617) 522-6700 ext. 373
or visit ethocare.org.
SPONSORED BY:  Ethos, with additional support from the Bos-
ton Commission on Affairs of the Elderly & Out4Supper’s 
host, Mount Pleasant Home.
TRANSPORTATION:  Ample parking, acces-
sible by the 39 bus or the Green Line 
E trolley.

tri-city area (eVerett, Malden , MedFord)

MYSTIC TEA
WHEN:  3rd Tuesday of Every Month,
4-6 PM.
WHERE:  Mystic Valley Elder Services,
300 Commercial St., #19, Malden
RSVP:  E-mail vpoole@mves.org or call 
(781) 388-2375.
SPONSORED BY:  Mystic Valley Elder
Services.

Metro east/sHaron

LAKESIDE CAFÉ:  “For LGBT Seniors, Friends & Allies!”
WHEN:  Call for dates, 11 AM-1 PM.
WHERE:  Sharon Adult Center, 219 Massapoag Ave., Sharon
RSVP:  Call Jayne Davis (HESSCO) at (781) 784-4944.
SPONSORED BY:  HESSCO Elder Services
& Sharon Adult Center.
TRANSPORTATION:  Call Nancy Weiner (Sha-
ron Adult Center) at (781) 784-8000.  
Free transportation to and from the Sharon Commuter Rail 
Station is available.

Worcester area

RAINBOW LUNCH CLUB
WHEN:  2nd Wednesday of Every Month, 12 PM.
WHERE:  The Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Worcester, 90 Holden St., 
Worcester
RSVP:  E-mail wlen@eswa.org
or call (508) 756-1545 ext. 339 by the 
1st Wednesday.
SPONSORED BY:  Elder Services of Worcester Area, WLEN & 
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester.

WHY NOT INVITE A FELLOW PRIME TIMER TO JOIN YOU

mailto:blinscott%40lgbtagingproject.org?subject=Cafe%20Emmanuel%20dinner
mailto:lgbtcafe%40eldercare.org?subject=Cadbury%20Cafe%20RSVP
http://www.meetup.com/61763176-79e1-47ed-a01d-43a56ec8e90e/
http://ethocare.org/
mailto:vpoole%40mves.org?subject=Mystic%20Tea%20RSVP
mailto:wlen%40eswa.org?subject=Rainbow%20Lunch%20Club
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FroM tHe editor

Gents, I’m sure you’ve noticed a lot 
of changes in the Prologue this month.  

At the last board meeting, I was told there are complaints 
about the appearance of our newsletter.  I wasn’t given spe-
cifics.  I’m asking all of you—please, please communicate 
your comments, complaints, compliments, and suggestions 
directly to me.  Please call or e-mail me at my personal 
e-mail address or at bpt.prologue.editor@gmail.com, or 
bostonprimetimers@uses.org (the office address).  I can’t 
address your concerns if I don’t know what they are!  It only 
takes a couple of minutes to send me a message or call me.  I 
want to hear what you have to say.  As I have written before, 
this is your newsletter.  I’ll make it what you want it to be. 

Previously, I was constrained with space restrictions due to 
cost concerns.  I made three main changes to accommodate 
this stricture.  First, I eliminated some content that is recur-
rent but doesn’t change from month to month.  Secondly, I 
compressed the content to save as much space as possible. 
That involved reducing the size of the text and creating the 
three-columned second page. Thirdly, I limited the use of 
illustrations. These constraints have now been eased.

One complaint that was mentioned at the board meeting was 
color in the Prologue.  I have limited the use of color in past 
numbers.  The reason for this is that roughly one quarter of 
our membership receives the Prologue by mail in a black & 
white format.  They pay $10 extra for that mailing (printing 
in color would cost over five times as much). Converting a 
brightly colored document to what’s known as greyscale can 
create a difficult to read and unattractive newsletter.  Also 
many members have told me that they print out the Pro-
logue before reading it, and excessive color would cost them 
more in ink.  I have tried to create a Prologue that looks 
good in both color and black & white.  This month I’ve cre-
ated the Prologue in a different computer program.  Also, 
going forward, I will try to create two separate versions each 
month, one in color and one in greyscale.  This will allow for 
increased use of color in the electronic version.

When using graphics, I attempt to use copyright-free or fair 
use images at all times.  However, this limits our choices.  
Sadly, there has been a lack of photos from Prime Timer 
events in the Prologue.  That has been beyond my control—I 
can’t publish photos I don’t have.  If you have photos of our 
events, please send them along for potential inclusion in the 
Prologue.  Remember every one appearing in a photo must 
have signed a photo release form for it to be published in 
the Prologue.  We still need some of you to complete photo 
release forms.  Call or e-mail the office if you need a blank 
photo release form.  We’ll be happy to get one to you.

I’ll be back to my usual brevity next month.  Pax.

by John Bennett

“The mission of the Boston Prime Timers, founded in 1987, is 
to provide adult Gay, Bisexual and Transgender men and their 
friends in eastern New England with educational, cultural and 
social activities that enrich their lives by building and reinforc-
ing safe, supportive connections for both active and isolated 
members while continuing our history of developing support 
among the broader aging and general populations for recogni-
tion of the specific needs of men like our members”.

The Prologue is the official organ of the Boston Prime Tim-
ers, published since 1987.

Steve Vorenberg President/DB Mgr./Dinner Coord.
Dick Bourbeau Vice-President
Kerry Marshall Treasurer/Advertising
L. Vitale Recording Secretary
J.F. Bennett Prologue Editor
Harry Fullerton Programs/Hospitality
Steve Larrett Membership Committee
Dick Smith Potpourris-Potlucks
Tony Soares Membership Committee

Board members may be contacted via the Boston Prime 
Timers office:
Tel: (617) 447-2344
E-mail: bostonprimetimers@uses.org
Mailing Address:
Boston Prime Timers, Inc.
566 Columbus Ave.
Boston, MA  02118-1181
Web site:  bostonprimetimers.org
Office Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday afternoons ’til 5:00

tHe Prologue

BPt Board

If you’re interested in advertising in the Prologue, please 
call Kerry at (617) 447-2344.
Submissions, suggestions, comments, complaints: contact 
John Bennett via the office or at:
bpt.prologue.editor@gmail.com

national neWs

Keep up with Prime Timers World-
wide by visiting their web site at 
primetimersww.com.

FroM tHe oFFice
If you need to make a payment during a monthly meeting, 
go to Floor 2B, get a tear-sheet provided there and take the 
completed tear-sheet to our office on Floor 3A.  Thank you!



In order for the Prologue to conform to our by-laws the names 
of all the candidates must appear in the February number.
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Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders

www.GLADAnswers.org

After DOMA:  What It Means For New England Married Couples

Know Your Rights
800-455-GLAD

• Federal Taxes
o	 Ability	 to	 file	 income	 tax	 as	married	 and	 to	 amend	

taxes	back	to	2010
o	 Ability	to	transfer	assets	to	a	spouse	and	inherit	from	

a	spouse	without	incurring	a	gift	or	estate	tax
o	 No	tax	on	employer	benefits	to	a	spouse

• Social Security —	 retirement,	 disability	 and	 survivor	
spousal	benefits

• Immigration — ability to sponsor a foreign national 
spouse	for	permanent	residency

• Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) —	 leave	 to	 take	
care	of	a	sick	spouse	

• Federal civilian and military employees — broad 
range	of	spousal	benefits

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) —
aid	based	on	income	of	both	spouses

• Medicaid —	 protection	 for	 the	 stay	 at	 home	 spouse	
when	the	other	spouse	needs	nursing	home	care	

Federal Benefits Now Available 
to Same-Sex Married Couples in 
New England

Have questions?Want More?
Find	 more	 information	 about	 your	 rights	 after	 DOMA	 at	
www.glad.org/doma	
Have	 questions	 about	 your	 legal	 rights,	 or	 any	 of	 the																																	
information	 here?	 	 Contact	 us	 at	www.GLADAnswers.org for 
free	&	confidential	help.

WWW.GLADAnswers.ORG

Until	 DOMA	 was	 ruled	 unconstitutional	 by	 the	 United	 States	 Supreme	 Court	 on	 June	 26,	 2013,																																																										
same-sex	married	 couples	were	 denied	 access	 to	 the	 important	 safety	 net	 that	 the	 federal	 government	 pro-
vides.	With	DOMA	gone,	same-sex	married	couples	in	New	England	now	have	access	to	ALL	of	these	benefits.

• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) —	qualification	based	on	 income	of	
both spouses

•	 Veteran’s	Benefits	—	access	 to	 the	many	
spousal	benefits	offered	by	the	VA.

•	 And	many	more
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Although	 private	 employers	 can	 ALWAYS	 offer									
spousal	 coverage	 to	a	 same-sex	 spouse,	 there	are	
certain situations where they are still not legally           
required	to	do	so,	even	after	the	fall	of	DOMA.

There are two types of health plans:
• Insured —	the	employer	pays	a	fixed	premium	to	

an	insurance	company	
• Self-insured —	 the	 employer	 pays	 directly	 for	

costs incurred under the plan 

Insured plans are governed by the insurance law 
of the state where the owner of the plan is situated.  
So	if	the	owner	of	the	plan	is	situated	in	a	non-mar-
riage-recognition	 state,	 the	 plan	 can	 discriminate	
against	same-sex	spouses	even	if	the	employee	lives	
and	works	in	a	state	that	recognizes	their	marriage.

If you have questions about whether or not 
your	 employer	must	 offer	 health	 coverage	
for	your	spouse,	contact	GLAD	Answers.

This document provides general information only and should not be taken as legal advice. 
If you have questions, need more information, or need help with a problem you are facing, 

please contact us at GLADAnswers.org 

Spousal Health Coverage:  
Still A Problem After DOMA

Beyond the basics…

Picture here

Self-insured plans are governed by a federal 
agency	and	so	also	by	the	federal	employment	
anti-discrimination	 law.	 	 Since	 that	 law	 does	
not	 contain	 “sexual	 orientation”	 as	 a	 protected					
characteristic,	employers	can	discriminate.	


